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THE DIOCESAN PASTORAL PLANNING MEETING held at St. Thomas Catholic Secondary School in 
Lindsay last Saturday was a great success!  Many thanks to the clergy and parish representatives 
(well over 100) who participated in a good day of discussions about pastoral goals and strategies 
for the Diocese of Peterborough.   It was too bad that, because of weather and driving concerns, 
we had to proceed without the participation of our northern deanery parishes.  Not to worry – 
plans are in place to receive the input of our northern parishioners on the same set of discussion 
questions, so that all areas of the Diocese are heard from!  
 
THE ANNUAL MASS OF REMEMBRANCE for our PVNC Catholic District School Board was 
celebrated at our Cathedral on Wednesday afternoon.   It is always a moving and prayerful liturgy, 
when the names of employees and former employees who have died in the past year are read 
out.   Many thanks to all the organizing groups and to our Cathedral staff for hosting this Mass, 
always an important one for us in the month of November as we pray for the faithful departed.    
 
THE DIOCESAN FINANCE COUNCIL met this week, and it was the first meeting for two new 
members who have begun their five-year terms.   We rely on the members of this council who 
bring their expertise from a variety of business and finance backgrounds and advise us on all 
matters relating to the fiscal health of the Diocese.   
 
DIRECTORS OF EDUCATION FOR ONTARIO ENGLISH CATHOLIC SCHOOL BOARDS met in Toronto 
this week.   I was able to join them for the banquet last night, celebrate Mass and meet with them 
this morning.   It was a good opportunity for various Catholic partners (including the Ontario 
Bishops) to discuss with educational leaders the blessings of Catholic education and the 
challenges that face us in these times.  Retired Directors from the past three years were honored 
at last night’s banquet, a program which included Michael Nasello, former head of PVNC Catholic 
District School Board 
 
ADVENT BEGINS THIS SUNDAY, a new liturgical year and a time that leads us into the joyful 
celebration of Christmas.   I expect Advent wreaths are being dusted off and set up to make 
everything ready!  Weekly Advent videos entitled “Journey into Hope,” are provided on the 
Canadian Bishops’ website.   They feature a reflection for each week of Advent presented by 
Bishop Joseph Dabrowski, Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of London.   
 
PRIESTS AND DEACONS OF THE DIOCESE will gather for a pre-Christmas Advent celebration this 
Thursday, with Mass at our Cathedral, followed by a luncheon at Bishop Doyle Hall.  It is always 
a fun gathering, held before things get too busy for us in the parishes – and I look forward to 
“playing Santa,” but only metaphorically!  
                           Fraternally, † Daniel 


