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CONGRATULATIONS TO SISTER RUTH HENNESSEY, CSJ, one of the winners of the Women in Leadership 
Awards, which were bestowed here in Peterborough last week. Sister Ruth was recognized for her long-
standing commitment to helping refugees, both at Casa Maria and in refugee sponsorship in our 
community. This was a well-ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ŦƻǊ {ƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƭŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƛŘ ǘƻ 
displaced individuals from around the world. And it reflects well on the Congregation of the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph, who have sponsored the ministry at Casa Maria over many years. 
 
THE HATEFUL ATTACK ON WORSHIPPERS AT THE TREE OF LIFE SYNAGOGUE in Pittsburgh has raised for 
us again the ugly reality of Anti-Semitism. The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops wrote a letter of 
sympathy and concern to the ChŀƛǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ wŀōōƛƴƛŎ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘƛǎ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ 
unspeakable violence during the Sabbath is a terrible and clear manifestation of anti-Semitism, a scourge 
ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜƎǊŜǘǘŀōƭȅ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦέ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ communities will 
gather with our Jewish brothers and sisters for a Shabbat Service at Beth Israel Synagogue in Peterborough 
at 6:00 p.m. tonight, where prayers will be offered for healing and peace. It is good to see communities 
coming together in mutual support in the face of tragedies like these. 
 
ALTAR SERVERS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE gathered for an annual celebration at St. Joseph Parish in 
Bowmanville last Saturday. I was happy to celebrate Mass for the group and join with them for lunch 
afterwards. I even stayed for a couple of rounds of Church-themed Jeopardy, where the young people 
racked up some impressive scores. I ducked out before Final Jeopardy and the Dodgeball game but am 
told that fun was had by all! Thanks to Father John Perdue for organizing the event and to Father Paul 
Hogan, Father Eric Mason and parishioners of St. JosephΩs for hosting the group. 
 
TODAY IS ALL SOULS’ DAY, also known as the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed. Masses for the 
deceased will be offered in churches across the Diocese today, as people gather to pray for those who 
have gone before us marked with the sign of faith. We should remember to pray for our deceased relatives 
and friends throughout this month of November, traditionally dedicated to the faithful departŜŘΦ ά9ǘŜǊƴŀƭ 
ǊŜǎǘ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ h [ƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀƭ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 
 
SOME MUCH NEEDED WORK HAS BEEN TAKING PLACE ON OUR CHIMNIES at the Diocesan Pastoral 
Centre (DPC). (And many of the parishes are also finishing off various building projects before the snow 
flies.) We are also working on a plan to improve our signage for the DPC and Cathedral Rectory, which will 
improve their visibility from the street. 
 
I LEAVE ON A PILGRIMAGE FOR THE HOLY LAND tomorrow, joining a group organized by a priest friend 
of mine from Oakville. Know that I will be praying for the people of our Diocese as I journey in the footsteps 
of the Lord! Because of these travels I will put From the Vineyard on a one-week hiatus. 
    
     Pax et Bonum,   † Daniel 


